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Limitations 

URS Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited (“URS”) has prepared this Report for the sole use of   (“Client”) in 
accordance with the Agreement under which our services were performed [(insert Proposal no. and date)]. No other 
warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the professional advice included in this Report or any other services 
provided by URS. This Report is confidential and may not be disclosed by the Client nor relied upon by any other party 
without the prior and express written agreement of URS.  

The conclusions and recommendations contained in this Report are based upon information provided by others and 
upon the assumption that all relevant information has been provided by those parties from whom it has been requested 
and that such information is accurate.  Information obtained by URS has not been independently verified by URS, unless 
otherwise stated in the Report.  

The methodology adopted and the sources of information used by URS in providing its services are outlined in this 
Report. The work described in this Report was undertaken between [insert date] and [insert date] and is based on the 
conditions encountered and the information available during the said period of time. The scope of this Report and the 
services are accordingly factually limited by these circumstances.  

Where assessments of works or costs identified in this Report are made, such assessments are based upon the 
information available at the time and where appropriate are subject to further investigations or information which may 
become available.   

URS disclaim any undertaking or obligation to advise any person of any change in any matter affecting the Report, which 
may come or be brought to URS’ attention after the date of the Report. 

Certain statements made in the Report that are not historical facts may constitute estimates, projections or other forward-
looking statements and even though they are based on reasonable assumptions as of the date of the Report, such 
forward-looking statements by their nature involve risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ 
materially from the results predicted. URS specifically does not guarantee or warrant any estimate or projections 
contained in this Report. 

Copyright 

© This Report is the copyright of URS Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited.  Any unauthorised reproduction or usage 
by any person other than the addressee is strictly prohibited. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

URS have been appointed by Manchester City Council to progress the design drawings for the 
Alexandra Park restoration project through to construction. As part of this process, we are 
currently working to discharge the planning conditions in relation to the scheme. 

 
1.1 Scope of the report 

This report relates to the discharge of planning condition no. 10 for Alexandra Park restoration 
(Application no. 096943/FO/2011/S1) which states: 

‘Prior to the commencement of development a Biodiversity Master Plan shall be submitted. 
Such a plan should include any necessary updated surveys (e.g. bats), full details of all 
mitigation and compensation measures, a timetable of works, amended planting schedules 
and long term management of the site, including measures to enhance biodiversity. This plan 
should then be implemented as agreed.’ 

Following receipt of the planning conditions, URS met with Suzanne Waymont and Stephen 
Atkins of Greater Manchester Ecology Unit (GMEU) in February 2012 to discuss the scope of 
the report, which is defined as follows: 

 
• To define the recommendations of the ecology surveys undertaken; 

• To provide an overview of all updated surveys; 

• Details of all mitigation and compensation measures; 

• A timetable of works;  

• Detailed planting drawings and species schedule; and 

• Details of the long term management strategy. 

1.2 Consultation 

During the stages of the project, there has been consultation with a number of interested 
parties, including Greater Manchester Ecology Unit (GMEU), Greater Manchester Police 
(GMP) Design for Security, Manchester City Council’s (MCC) Access Officer and a number of 
consultation events and on-going discussions with the local community. 

The key findings of those discussions are listed below. 

1.2.1  GMEU 

A meeting was held with GMEU in February 2012 to discuss the requirements of the planning 
condition and to provide an overview of the principles underpinning the park restoration. The 
park will be restored in line with the Heritage Lottery Fund’s Five Outcomes, which consist of: 

• Increasing and extending the range of audiences; 

• Conserving and improving the heritage value; 

• Increasing the range of volunteers involved; 
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• Increasing knowledge and skills; and 

• Improving management and maintenance. 

Indicative species lists submitted to planning were shown to be fulfilling a number of criteria 
based on the range of objectives: having a strong floral quality of particular commendation by 
the Royal Horticultural Society, already being present on-site within the existing and original 
planting palette and for the potential to attract wildlife.  As an outcome of the meeting, URS 
were asked to remove Acer pseudoplatanus - a tree present commonly throughout the site, 
shown to have been originally planted in the 1870s - from the tree planting schedule due to its 
limited nature conservation value. 

Further consultation has been undertaken with GMEU in October 2012 when the project re-
commenced, with regards to an agreed approach for felling trees with bat roost potential. 

1.2.2 GMP Design for Security 

Planning condition 7 states that ‘No development shall commence until details of the 
measures to be incorporated into the development (or phase thereof) to demonstrate how 
Secured by Design accreditation will be achieved have been submitted to and approved in 
writing by the City Council as Local Planning Authority.   

A meeting was held with representatives from Greater Manchester Police Design for Security 
in October 2012, where concern was expressed regarding the perception of the park, crime 
levels and the general lack of visibility due to overgrown scrub and shrub areas. 

They have suggested the following principles are adhered to as part of the design 
development: 

• Any new footpaths should be as straight and as wide as possible to order to allow 
unimpeded views along them;  

• Any proposed vegetation directly adjacent to footpaths, buildings and play areas 
should be kept to a maximum height of 1000mm and any foliage to trees should be at 
a height exceeding 2000mm, so as not to create potential hiding places for would-be 
criminals to exploit or impede natural surveillance of and from the routes, buildings or 
play areas. 

1.2.3 MCC Access Officer 

A meeting was held with the Access Officer in May 2011 to discuss access issues in relation 
to the existing park environment. A number of points arose which have been taken into 
account within the planting design: 

• Concerns were raised regarding the perception of the park from Alexandra Road 
South due to the lack of views through the park; 

• The Access Officer was happy with the planting of low growing shrubs in order to 
retain sight lines; 

• The Access Officer recommended siting trees that may drop fruit or honeydew are 
sited away from footpaths; and 

• There was concern that proposed new areas of seating would be sited adjacent to 
dense areas of scrub or under trees with low canopies.  According to Design for 
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Access 2, seating should be not more than 50m apart, in ‘safe, clearly visible and well 
lit areas’ (p.41). 

 

1.2.4 Local community 

In preparing the regeneration and restoration proposals for Alexandra Park the following 
consultation has taken place: 

• During 2004-2005, face to face interviews were conducted with 210 people off-site in 
the Moss Side area and in the City Centre and with 200 on-site park users; 

• In October 2008, Manchester City Council conducted an online parks satisfaction 
survey which allowed park users to feedback specific comments regarding proposed 
areas of improvement; 

• In 2009, 143 interviews were conducted with people on the streets adjacent the park 
and in local shopping centres to gain an understanding of aspirations of local people. 
This feedback was incorporated where appropriate into the Round One masterplan; 

• In July 2010, a Greenspace Spaceshaper Day was held with the local community 
which identified the park as a local asset under-fulfilling its potential; 

• In November 2010, workshops were conducted with local residents and groups to 
discuss specific elements of the proposals (interpretation, use of community spaces 
within Pavilion and Chorlton Lodge, toddler play); 

• In January 2011, ‘The People’s Panel’ was launched and consists of an email 
network through which members of the Alexandra Park community can be contacted 
to provide specific feedback on a variety of questions and themes relating to the 
regeneration proposals. 

• In March 2011, local residents and stakeholders were invited to a consultation event 
to see the restoration plans.  The event was attended by approx. 100 people and 
more than 50 comment forms were completed.  Feedback was considered and where 
appropriate, suggestions were incorporated into the Round Two masterplan. 

Character Zones 

Consultation has uncovered that people who visit Alexandra Park are very varied in their 
interests and needs. To show how this diversity is being addressed in the restoration project 
the decision was made to divide the Park into three distinct character areas – a Victorian 
Zone, a Natural Zone and a Community Zone. This approach seeks to ensure that the 
proposals achieve a sustainable balance between the restoration and regeneration of heritage 
aspects, community use, sporting opportunities and wildlife in the park.  
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2. ECOLOGY RECOMMENDATIONS  

2.1 Existing reports 

A number of ecology surveys were undertaken as part of the design development stage of the 
project, including in full: 
• Ecological Appraisal Report (D131812/EC/SK/006.1), September 2010; 

• Invasive Species Survey Report (D131812/EC/SK/006.2), November 2010; 

• Internal Inspection of Buildings Bat Roost Potential Survey Report 
(D131812/EC/SK/006.3), November 2010; 

• Bat Roost Potential Survey Report (D131812/EC/SK/006.4), March 2011; and 

• Bat Survey Report (July 2011). 

2.2 Recommendations 

Within each report, a set of recommendations / potential enhancements were made for 
incorporation within the masterplan. These recommendations, which are identified below, have 
been considered against the heritage strategy and vision for the park in terms of suitability for 
inclusion within the final design.  

2.2.1 Ecological Appraisal Report (D131812/EC/SK/006.1) 

Table 1 Recommendations from report D131812/EC/SK/006.1 

Habitat/Feature 
 
Recommendations Actions 

Grassland on site 
Current status: Amenity 
grassland has a low 
ecological value 

 

Replace discrete areas of amenity 
grassland with ‘wild flower 
meadow type grassland’. 
 

 

 

 

 

Design and implement a 
management plan for these areas 
including cutting of grass after 
seeding. 
 

Inclusion of interpretation boards 
stating grassland species, and 
interrelationship with 
invertebrates, bats, birds. 

Areas to be grass seeded are 
generally in areas with a formal 
character – ovals and terrace – which 
would be inappropriate for wildflower 
seeding. An area of existing wet scrub 
and grassland will be seeded with a 
meadow mixture suitable for wet 
areas. 
 

Landscape specification identifies 
requirements for maintenance and 
cutting of grass. 

 

Content of interpretation yet to be 
agreed. This process will be 
undertaken in conjunction with 
Friends group. 
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Habitat/Feature 
 
Recommendations Actions 

Open standing eutrophic 
water 
Current status: Lake 
currently has low 
ecological value and would 
be given unfavourable 
status in the LBAP 
classification of ponds and 
lodges.   
 

There is no aquatic or 
emergent vegetation, bare 
earth banks are eroding.  
Water quality appeared 
poor (turbid) with high level 
of enrichment by wildfowl 
in particular Canada geese 
(Schedule 9 Species).   
 

There is low ecological 
value for amphibians or 
aquatic invertebrates.   

Planting of coir rolls seeded with 
native emergent vegetation. 
 

 

 

 

 

Planting of native plug plants in 
bank. 
 

 

 

Aeration to improve oxygen 
content of pond and water quality. 

 

 

 
 

Inclusion of interpretation boards 
stating emergent/aquatic plant 
species, and interrelationship with 
aquatic invertebrates, bats, 
wetland birds. 
 

HLF response was to restore the lake 
edge in accordance with the archive 
photograph, which removed the 
opportunity for planting of coir rolls 
and emergent vegetation. Native 
structure planting will be introduced 
on the island – refer to drawing 
47061939-URS-LD-124.5. 
 

Proposals include the planting of 
native and non-native plants and 
bulbs where feasible. Refer to 
drawing 47061939-URS-LD-124.5. 

 

There are existing known drainage 
issues with the flow of water which is 
affecting the level of oxygen in the 
lake. These will be resolved as part of 
the proposals, and more land drains 
added to increase the flow. 
 

 

Content of interpretation yet to be 
agreed. This process will be 
undertaken in conjunction with 
Friends group. 

Scrub 
Current status: Limited 
areas of native scrub. 
 

Large area of ornamental 
non-native scrub including 
some Schedule 9 invasive 
species. 

Planting of native fruit/nectar 
bearing scrub of local 
provenance. 

Areas of native structure planting, 
coppiced shrub planting and fruit tree 
planting introduced to areas of the 
park. Refer to drawings 47061939-
URS-LD-124.1 and 124.5.   
Planting focused at enhancing wildlife 
value for birds and butterflies has 
been introduced in planting drawings 
where appropriate. 

Common Toad  
Current status: There is 
low potential for toad to be 
present within the pond 

As for Open Standing Water 
(above) See recommendations for open 

standing water. 

Bats 
Current status: There is 
potential for roosting bats 
in trees and buildings. 

Incorporating of bat boxes on 
trees and new buildings. 
 

Enhancement of grassland, and 
lake (as listed above) would be of 
benefit to foraging bats. 

Bat boxes to be incorporated on trees 
– January 2013. 
 

Areas of native structure planting, 
coppiced shrub planting and fruit tree 
planting introduced to areas of the 
park. Refer to drawings 47061939-
URS-LD-124.1 and 124.5.   
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Habitat/Feature 
 
Recommendations Actions 

Birds  

Current status: There is 
potential for breeding birds 
to be present on site. 

Incorporating bird boxes on trees 
and buildings, in particular for red 
and amber list species known to 
occur on site.  
 

Enhancement of grassland, lake 
and native scrub (as listed above) 
would be of benefit to foraging 
and breeding birds. 
 

Bird boxes to be incorporated on 
trees – January 2013 – to incorporate 
tit boxes, robin boxes and owl boxes. 
Refer to drawing 124.1 for location of 
boxes. 

Areas of native structure planting, 
coppiced shrub planting and fruit tree 
planting introduced to areas of the 
park. Refer to drawings 47061939-
URS-LD-124.1 and 124.5.  
Planting focused at enhancing wildlife 
value for birds and butterflies has 
been introduced in drawings 
47061939-URS-LD-124.6.  

 

2.2.2 Invasive Species Survey Report (D131812/EC/SK/006.2) 

The Invasive Species Survey report recommended the following treatment options: 

• Japanese knotweed Group A Stands, i.e. those affected by the design proposals: (JK1, 
JK2, JK3, JK4, JK5, JK6, JK7, JK8, JK10, JK14).   Options 1 Excavation and Stockpile 
into Waste Management Area (WMA), Option 2 Excavation and Onsite 
process/incineration or Option 3 Excavation, Sift and Burial depending on cost and design 
constraints.  

• Japanese knotweed Group B Stands, i.e. those unaffected by the design proposals: (JK9, 
JK11, JK12; JK13; JK15; JK16).  Herbicide treatment programme and toolbox talk 

• Japanese rose: incorporation into onsite processing of Japanese knotweed Group A 
Stands.  It is anticipated that this can be undertaken at no additional cost.  

 

Due to spatial constraints and cost implications, the preferred option for Japanese Knotweed 
Group A stands is Option 3 Excavation, Sift and Burial which would include the following: 

• Controlled excavation up to the extremities of the rhizomes under supervision of qualified 
staff. This operation aims to reduce the volume of arisings to approx 2.5m offset and 2m 
depth (reduced from (EA guidelines (2006) states worst case 7m offset and 3m depth). 

• A sifting program to reduce dramatically the viability of the plant by removing the rhizomes 
from infested material. The rhizomes are then incinerated (depending upon EA 
permission) or taken offsite. 

• Stockpiling/ burying program where sifted material is stockpiled/buried in a shallow 
“repository”. This should be in an area to allow for monitoring. Burial chamber would 
require minimum 1m cap on soils. 

• Spraying and monitoring program to provide evidence in order to satisfy the EA that due 
care has been taken with regard to long term eradication. This should start immediately 
after the controlled excavation and last for a period of four years.  
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• The location of the burial cell/repository (estimated 86m²)  

This approach will be confirmed with the Environment Agency. 

2.2.3 Internal Inspection of Buildings Bat Roost Potential Survey Report 
(D131812/EC/SK/006.3) 

The report stated that no bats or evidence of bats was observed inside any of the buildings at 
the time of the bat roost potential internal inspection (November 2010) and made the following 
recommendations: 

Table 2 Recommendations from report D131812/EC/SK/006.3 

Recommendations Action 

Due to the presence of features suitable for 
bat roost, it was recommended that further 
survey was employed in order for the bat 
status of the Toilet Block (since demolished 
following survey), Chorlton Lodge and the 
Pavillion to be further investigated. 

 

The results of these additional surveys are 
reported in the Alexandra Park Restoration. Bat 
Survey Report (July 2011) which provides 
recommendations in respect of the proposed 
works and any possible constraints to the works 
schedule identified.  

 

Further survey for the building with moderate 
potential (Pavillion) would involve two visits, 
comprising a single dusk emergence survey 
and a dusk emergence/ dawn re-entry 
survey. For the buildings with high potential 
(Chorlton Lodge),further survey would 
involve three visits, comprising a dusk 
emergence/ dawn re-entry survey and two 
subsequent surveys (either dusk or dawn) 
The surveys should be undertaken within the 
appropriate season when bats are active 
(taken as mid-May to end of August). Survey 
findings are also weather dependent: in 
particular, temperature, rain and wind 
conditions can affect the survey findings, 
therefore it is important to plan as far as 
possible to undertake the survey when there 
is no rain and no high winds. 
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2.2.4 Bat Roost Potential Survey Report (D131812/EC/SK/006.4) 

Table 3 Recommendations from report D131812/EC/SK/006.4 

Recommendations Action 

Further survey work to determine the 
presence/ absence of roosting by bats for all 
trees identified as having either moderate or 
high bat roost potential, that are to be 
removed or subject to arboricultural works 
(i.e. subject to disturbance). 

The results of these additional surveys are 
reported in the Alexandra Park Restoration. Bat 
Survey Report (July 2011) which provides 
recommendations in respect of the proposed 
works and any possible constraints to the works 
schedule identified.  

 

Once the full extent of the proposed works 
was identified, transect surveys consisting of 
a dusk/ dawn survey and a second dawn 
survey were also recommended for the five 
vegetation groups containing some 
moderate bat roost potential trees.  

 

 

2.2.5 Bat Survey Report (July 2011) 

2.2.5.1 Trees 

No evidence of bat maternity roosts were observed at the time of the survey in any of the 
trees/ tree groups. On two occasions, however, small numbers (2 and 3) of common pipistrelle 
bats were observed to disappear at dawn in the vicinity of bat roost potential trees 1358 and 
1346. These observations did not confirm a roost to be present, and during either of the two 
further surveys in the area bats were observed to commute away from the tree group. Noctule 
and brown long-eared bats were only observed on a couple of occasions and are unlikely to 
be roosting within the park. 

For representation of trees with BRP and areas of scrub to be lost as part of the works, refer to 
Appendix C. 

Table 4 Recommendations from Bat Survey report - Trees 

Recommendations Actions 

For all works proposed to significant and 
moderate bat roost potential trees it is 
therefore recommended that, where safe to 
do so, all features that offer some potential 
value to bats are retained. 

Of the trees with BRP, 4 will be lost due to an 
extension to the Pavilion, and the siting of tennis 
courts. 23no. trees with BRP will potentially be 
canopy lifted during the works. 
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Recommendations Actions 

Given the absence of observed evidence of 
tree roosts, and low counts of woodland 
specialist species observed within the park, 
a precautionary approach is considered 
suitable for necessary works. Where 
significant bat roost potential trees are to be 
subject to removal or arboricultural works, it 
is recommended that works be undertaken in 
the presence of a suitably qualified ecologist, 
and using methods including soft fell and 
limb lowering. Works should be undertaken 
outside of the bat hibernation period (taken 
as mid-November to mid-March) in order to 
ensure any potential hibernating bats are not 
injured or disturbed. 

Due to programme constraints, felling works are 
due to be undertaken in January and February 
2013, within the bat hibernation period. The 
reason for this is to avoid bird nesting season 
which is considered a greater constraint.  

 

A qualified ecologist from GMEU will be present 
on site during tree removal works, to check trees 
for hibernating bats. This approach has been 
formulated in conjunction with GMEU. 

To account for the loss of potential bat roost 
features within the park, it is recommended 
that at least 30 bat boxes be erected on 
trees within the park for compensation, in 
order to maintain and enhance the current 
roosting opportunities for bats. The final 
choice of bat boxes and locations should be 
made based on recommendations from a 
suitably qualified and experienced ecologist, 
taking into consideration the specific works 
to be undertaken and the overall final 
landscape design. 

Bat boxes to be incorporated on trees – January 
2013. Locations to be determined by qualified 
ecologist from GMEU. 
 

Given the importance of the park as a 
foraging resource within a largely urban 
landscape, the potential effects of proposed 
tree and shrub removal, tree works and 
proposed new planting need to be 
considered (see drawing 115 and 121 – 
Appendix C).  Bat activity was observed to 
be highest around tree groups F, DD and 
CC; these areas are structurally diverse and 
likely to attract large numbers of insects 
(although there was an absence of observed 
evidence of tree roosts).  These areas also 
provide important habitat for birds, including 
owl, which were heard during surveys in tree 
group CC. 

It is understood that the current footpath 
running through tree group CC is to be 
widened and formalised, including the 
provision of seating.  Given that this will not 
result in any net loss of edge habitat, this is 
not considered to have any likely adverse 
impacts on bat foraging, as edge habitats 
are popular with pipistrelle bats. 

No direct actions. 

Detailed planting plans have been formulated to 
consider mitigation for loss of foraging habitat. 
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Recommendations Actions 

A number of trees are proposed to undergo 
canopy lifting (shown in blue on drawing 115 
– Appendix C).  This is unlikely to have any 
significant effects on the quality of the area 
for bat foraging. 

No actions. 

Areas proposed for selective thinning (shown 
in green on drawing 115 – Appendix C) will 
be thinned by approximately 30% overall, 
retaining a matrix of areas of understorey 
vegetation to provide edge habitats attractive 
to pipistrelle bats.  This will enable views to 
be opened up across the park whilst 
maintaining the overall structural diversity of 
the vegetation in these areas and its 
suitability for foraging bats. 

No direct actions. 

Detailed planting plans have been formulated to 
consider mitigation for loss of foraging habitat. 

Whilst a number of areas (which act as a 
foraging resource) are proposed for clear 
felling (shown in red, orange and beige on 
drawing 115 – Appendix C), this is partly 
compensated for by new planting, 
particularly in the centre of the site around 
the Oval and in the north of the site adjacent 
to Claremont Road, and it is therefore 
considered that the overall connectivity and 
vegetation structure of the park will be 
maintained. 

No direct actions. 

Detailed planting plans have been formulated to 
consider mitigation for loss of foraging habitat. 

It is understood that flood lights are to be 
erected on the eastern side of the park for 
sports purposes (Drawing 
D131812/SE/SK/531). As no roosts have 
been found within the park, the flood lighting 
is not likely to disturb roosting bats, in 
addition due to survey results indicating that 
light-sensitive bats (for example long-eared 
and Myotis species) are either absent from 
the park or only occasionally use the park it 
should also not significantly impact these 
species. Common pipistrelles, which were 
most abundant in the park have not been 
found to be adverse to lighting and are 
commonly found foraging around streetlights 
(Bat Conservation Trust, 2008).The rest of 
the park is to remain lit as it is at present, 
with the west of the park being unlit, 
particularly in the areas of tree groups 
FF/DD/C. It is advised that bat boxes are not 
erected in the vicinity of the flood lights, and 
suitable locations exist elsewhere in the 
park. 

No bat boxes will be installed in the vicinity of 
the flood lights. 
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Recommendations Actions 

The survey data that are used to inform the 
proposed works need to be current (i.e. 
collected within the last 12 to 15 months), 
due to the dynamic nature of bats and the 
seasonal variations in roosting patterns. 
Therefore, if works to any of the trees are 
delayed beyond this period, or the extent of 
proposed works increases, further surveys 
may be required.  

 

Consultation with GMEU indicated that the 
Activity surveys are considered to be valid, and 
that trees with bat roost potential are to be 
checked for hibernating bats prior to felling by an 
qualified ecologist from GMEU. 

 

2.2.5.2 Structures 

No evidence of bat roosts was observed in any of the buildings subject to dusk emergence/ 
dawn re-entry surveys. The conclusions and recommendations for each building are detailed 
within Table 23. As survey data do not account for how bats may be using the park at other 
times of the active season (mid-July to mid-November) and hibernation (mid-November to 
mid-March), and due to the high numbers of pipistrelle bats observed during surveys, a 
precautionary approach to works is prescribed. 

Table 5 Recommendations from Bat Survey report - Structures 

Structure Conclusions Recommendations Actions 

Community 
Centre 

No bat roosts observed at 
time of survey. Maternity 
use unlikely according to 
results. Potential for 
transitional use.  

If demolition or roof works 
are proposed, soft strip of 
barge boards should be 
undertaken in the presence 
of a licensed bat ecologist. 

Works to be undertaken in 
presence of licensed bat 
ecologist. 

The Rest 

No bat roosts observed at 
time of survey. Maternity 
use unlikely according to 
results, hibernation 
unlikely due to structure. 
Potential transitional use.  

If demolition or roof works 
are proposed, soft strip of 
external features should be 
undertaken in the presence 
of a licensed bat ecologist. 

Works to be undertaken in 
presence of licensed bat 
ecologist. 

Chorlton 
Lodge 

No bat roosts observed at 
time of survey. Maternity 
use unlikely according to 
results. Potential for 
hibernation as currently 
disused and many 
crevices may provide 
stable temperatures, also 
potential for transitional 
use.  

Any works to the roof or 
walls of the building should 
take place outside of the bat 
hibernation period (taken as 
mid-November to mid-
March). Works to roof 
should involve soft stripping 
of potential bat roost 
features and be undertaken 
in the presence of a 
licensed bat worker. 

Works to be undertaken in 
presence of licensed bat 
ecologist. 
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Structure Conclusions Recommendations Actions 

Depot 
Building 

No bat roosts observed at 
time of survey. Maternity 
use unlikely according to 
results, hibernation 
unlikely due to structure. 
Potential transitional use. 

If demolition or roof works 
are proposed, soft strip of 
barge boards should be 
undertaken in the presence 
of a licensed bat ecologist. 

Works to be undertaken in 
presence of licensed bat 
ecologist. 

Bee Hive 
Lodge 

No bat roosts observed at 
time of survey. Maternity 
use unlikely according to 
results. Potential for 
hibernation as adjoined to 
currently disused Pavilion 
many crevices may 
provide stable 
temperatures, also 
potential for transitional 
use. 

Any works to the roof or 
walls of the building should 
take place outside of the bat 
hibernation period (taken as 
mid-November to mid-
March). Works to roof 
should involve soft stripping 
of potential bat roost 
features and be undertaken 
in the presence of a 
licensed bat worker. 

Demolished. 

The 
Pavilion 

No bat roosts observed at 
time of survey.  

Maternity use unlikely 
according to results. 
Potential for hibernation 
as currently disused and 
potential as a transitional 
roost. 

Any works to the roof or 
walls of the building should 
take place outside of the bat 
hibernation period (taken as 
mid-November to mid-
March). Works to roof 
should involve soft stripping 
of potential bat roost 
features and be undertaken 
in the presence of a 
licensed bat worker. 

Works to be undertaken in 
presence of licensed bat 
ecologist. 
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3. UPDATED SURVEYS  

The requirement for further surveys has been considered within the client and design team, 
and GMEU were contacted in October 2012 to provide guidance and recommendations. 

It was agreed that although recommendations had previously been made within Bat Survey 
Report (July 2011) to update surveys within 12 to 15 months due to the dynamic nature of bats 
and the seasonal variations in roosting patterns, that the existing surveys were considered to 
be valid up to a period of 2 years. 

Furthermore, GMEU were consulted to determine an approach to felling trees within bat 
hibernation season, due to programme constraints and the greater constraint of avoiding bird 
nesting season. It was agreed that a qualified ecologist from GMEU would be present on site 
during the tree felling period, to check trees with medium to high bat roost potential for 
hibernating bats prior to felling. 

Works to buildings will commence following bat hibernation period and buildings will be 
checked by a qualified ecologist in line with the recommendations. 
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4. MITIGATION AND COMPENSATION MEASURES  

The aims and objectives of this plan relating to compensation and biodiversity enhancement is 
based on the principle of compensating for losses to, and wherever possible increasing the 
number and variety of ecological niches available in the park.  

Compensation measures and further enhancements are identified in Table 6 and 7 
respectively below: 

Table 6 Compensation Measures 

Item requiring mitigation Compensation measures 

 
LOSS OF SCRUB  

Loss of food 

Proposed sustainable food source: 

Introduction of 1474.9m² of berry producing native structure 
planting, 440m² of coppiced shrub planting, 18no. fruit trees 
and 74no. native trees including Quercus robur, Populus 
‘Regenerata,’ Tilia x europaea,  Sorbus aucuparia, Sorbus 
aria, will be introduced to the park.  
Approximately 7000m²  of shrub, herbaceous perennial and 
bulb planting will be introduced. Species focused at enhancing 
wildlife value for insects, birds and butterflies have been 
included where appropriate and these are identified in full in 
Section 6. 

Loss of some niches for 
invertebrates  
 

Retention of 20no. felled trees to be retained and laid within 
natural area adjacent to proposed northern oval footpath and 
within margins of park (refer to drawing 124.1 for location) . 
Dead timber has high value for a range of ecological 
communities.  

Grass beneath newly planted trees to be left unmown to 
encourage invertebrates to move down to ground level during 
life cycle. 

Retention of existing areas of wet grassland in the vicinity of 
the group of mixed broadleaved trees to be lost (G10). 
Grassed areas to be planted with groups of aquatic marginals. 

 

Loss of shelter   
 

30no. bat and bird boxes to be incorporated.  

Approximately 7000m²  of shrubs to be planted as 
compensation for loss of woodland understorey. 

 
LOSS OF TREES 

4no. trees with moderate to high 
BRP will be removed as part of the 
works, to enable extension of the 
Pavilion and the siting of tennis 
courts. 
 

30no. bat and bird boxes to be incorporated on trees in 
proximity to those with BRP – January 2013. Locations to be 
determined by qualified ecologist from GMEU. 
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Item requiring mitigation Compensation measures 

In total 258no. individual trees will 
be lost as part of the works, and a 
group of mixed broadleaves trees 
(G10). 
Trees within dense areas of 
shrubs/scrub have not been 
quantified within the 258 individual 
trees to be removed but have been 
indicated by a tree number and 
hatch in all planning drawings. 
 

90 trees will be planted as part of the works, including Quercus 
robur, Populus ‘Regenerata’ and Tilia x europaea which would 
provide roost potential for bats. 

 

 
Tree felling and demolition/soft 
stripping of roof spaces to buildings 
 
 

Trees with bat roost potential are to be checked for hibernating 
bats prior to felling by an qualified ecologist from GMEU. 
Works to buildings to be undertaken in presence of licensed 
bat ecologist. 

 

Table 7 Enhancement Measures 

Enhancement measures Details of enhancement 

Species diversity 

The overall variety of species in the park will be increased by 
the planting proposals in the 47061939-URS-LD-124.1 – 
124.6.  
The control of invasive plant species (Japanese knotweed) in 
the park.  
 

Serpentine Lake 

 

Native structure planting will be introduced on the island – refer 
to drawing 47061939-URS-LD-124.5. 
Planting proposals also include the planting of native and non-
native plants and bulbs where feasible. Refer to drawing 
47061939-URS-LD-124.5. 
 

Creation of a Natural Zone 
The incorporation of Character Area defining Natural zone for 
quieter activities. 

 

Interpretation and promotion 

 

The design of any new interpretation for the park should 
include interpretation and promotion of the wildlife value of the 
park.  
 

Introduction of native hedgerow 
within Lake edge habitat and 
Favourite Walk 

The introduction of linear planting features to provide good 
habitat for feeding bats and nesting birds and provide 
movement corridors for wildlife through green spaces. 
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5. TIMETABLE OF WORKS 

Table 8 Programme of works 

Month Programme 

December 2012 

Inspection of trees with moderate to high BRP 
for hibernating bats to be undertaken by 
qualified ecologist from GMEU. 

Submission of Biodiversity Masterplan to GMEU 
and MCC to commence discharge of planning 
condition 10. 

January 2013 

Discharge of planning condition 10. 

Installation of bat boxes to trees in proximity to 
those with medium to high bat roost potential, 
and excluding area in proximity to tennis courts 
as per recommendations. 

Commencement of tree felling works. 

February  Tree felling works, to be completed end of 
month. 

March 

Proposed tree planting in areas not immediately 
adjacent to works, i.e. adjacent Claremont Road 
boundary and inner row of trees to Northern 
Oval. 

Demolition works to The Rest, Community 
Centre and store buildings within Depot – to be 
undertaken in presence of qualified bat ecologist 
from GMEU.  

Soft stripping of roof spaces to Pavilion, Chorlton 
Lodge and Depot – to be undertaken in 
presence of qualified bat ecologist from GMEU. 

November 

Planting of shrubs, structure planting, and 
remainder of tree planting. 

December 

January 2014 

February 

March 
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6. DETAILED PLANTING DRAWINGS AND SPECIES SCHEDULE 

The detailed planting drawings are listed below and form Appendix A to this document: 

• 124.1 Tree planting, structure planting and grass seeding (Rev.A); 

• 124.2 The Terrace Planting Proposals; 

• 124.3 Favourite Walk Planting Proposals (Rev.A); 

• 124.4 Claremont Road Boundary Planting Proposals; 

• 124.5 Lake Edge Planting Proposals (Rev.A); and 

• 124.6 Flower Garden and Planters Planting Proposals. 

 

6.1 124.1 Tree planting, structure planting and grass seeding 

The planting design was based on the following principles: 

• To utilise the historical palette of trees in the vicinity of the ovals, taking into account 
any historical planting pattern; 

• To introduce native specimen trees in areas outside of the ovals to provide visual 
interest, to diversity existing planting stock and to supplement the park’s existing 
biodiversity value; 

• To introduce clusters of fruit trees to supplement the park’s existing biodiversity value 
in areas where existing scrub and trees may be lost as part of the construction of a 
new footpath;  

• To provide mitigation proposals to compensate for the loss of habitat due to scrub and 
tree removal; and 

• To extend the range of available habitats through the provision of a diverse, native 
structure planting mix. 

Table 9 124.1 Species List 

Latin name Common name Reason for use 

TREE PLANTING 

Platanus x acerifolia  London Plane Historic tree palette for ovals 

Populus regenerata Poplar Historic tree palette for ovals. 

Prunus avium Cherry 

Value to wildlife including badger, blackbird, 
blackcap, eyed hawk-moth, mistle thrush, 
song thrush, wood mouse and yellow-
necked mouse. 



   –   –  

 

  
 ,   
  
 

19 
 

Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Tilia x europaea Lime Historic tree palette for ovals. 

Quercus robur English Oak 

Value to wildlife including angle shades 
moth, blue tit, buff-tip moth, Daubenton's 
bat, dormouse, great spotted woodpecker, 
great tit, green woodpecker, grey squirrel, 
hawthorn shieldbug, hedgehog, jackdaw, 
jay, lackey moth, light emerald moth, mistle 
thrush, Natterer's bat, noctule bat, nuthatch, 
oak bush-cricket, peppered moth, pied 
flycatcher, redstart, ring-necked parakeet, 
robin, rook, stag beetle, starling, tawny owl, 
tree sparrow, treecreeper, vapourer moth, 
whiskered bat, wood mouse, woodpigeon, 
yellow-necked mouse and yellow-tail moth. 

Sorbus aria Whitebeam 

Value to wildlife including blackbird, 
Fieldfare, Hawthorn shieldbug, Mistle 
thrush, Redwing, Song thrush, Starling, 
Waxwing, Woodpigeon. 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 

Value to wildlife, including blackbird, carrion 
crow, fieldfare, magpie, mistle thrush, 
redstart, redwing, song thrush and 
waxwing. 

FRUIT TREE PLANTING 

Ficus carica Fig Value to wildlife including birds, bats and 
insects. 

Malus domestica Apple 

Value to wildlife including badger, blackbird, 
blackcap, bullfinch, butterflies, chinese 
character moth, common earwig, common 
wasp, crevice spider, eyed hawk-moth, 
fieldfare, hedgehog, leiobunum rotundum, 
lesser stag beetle, marsh tit, willow tit, 
mistle thrush, red admiral, redwing, ring-
necked parakeet, song thrush, starling, 
vapourer moth, wood mouse and yellow-
necked mouse. 

Pyrus communis Pear 
Value to wildlife including bullfinch, chinese 
character moth, comma, eyed hawk-moth, 
and mistle thrush 

Prunus insititia Damson Value to wildlife including birds, bats and 
insects. 

Prunus ‘Victoria’ Plum Value to wildlife including birds, bats and 
insects. 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

NATIVE STRUCTURE PLANTING 

Acer campestre Field maple Value to wildlife including honey bee and 
sycamore moth. 

Betula pendula Silver birch 

Value to wildlife including angle shades 
moth, blue tit, buff ermine moth, buff-tip 
moth, cixius nervosus, coal tit, goldfinch, 
great tit, ladybirds, light emerald moth, long-
tailed tit, marsh tit, willow tit, poplar hawk-
moth, redpoll, redstart, siskin, wasp beetle, 
and willow warbler. 

Corylus avellana Common Hazel 

Value to wildlife including bank vole, buff-
tailed bumble bee, buff-tip moth, bommon 
carder bumble bee, dormouse, great 
spotted woodpecker, great tit, green 
shieldbug, grey squirrel, honey bee, 
jackdaw, magpie moth, moths, nuthatch, 
red mason bee, red-tailed bumble bee, 
white-tailed bumble bee, wood mouse and 
yellow-necked mouse. 

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 

Value to wildlife including Anaspis 
maculata, Bank vole, Birds, Blackbird, 
Blackcap, Brimstone moth, Bullfinch, 
Butterflies, Chaffinch, Chinese character 
moth, Cuckoo-spit insect, Dance fly, 
Dormouse, Dunnock, Fieldfare, Fox, 
Goldfinch, Grammoptera ruficornis, 
Greenfinch, Hawthorn shieldbug, Honey 
bee, Lackey moth, Lesser yellow underwing 
moth, Light emerald moth, Linnet, Mistle 
thrush, Moths, Oedemera nobilis, Redwing, 
Rhagium mordax, Robin, Rutpela maculata, 
Song thrush, Swallowtailed moth, Turtle 
dove, Vapourer moth, Waxwing, Wood 
mouse, Woodpigeon, Yellow-necked 
mouse, Yellow-tail moth, Yellowhammer. 

Euonymus europaeus Spindle 
Value to wildlife including bees and wasps, 
Blue tit, Flies, Ladybirds, Magpie moth, 
Robin, St Mark's fly. 

Fagus sylvatica  Common beech A helpful habitat for wildlife as it holds its 
leaves over the winter. 

Frangula alnus Alder buckthorn 

Value to wildlife including Bees and wasps, 
Blackbird, Brimstone, Butterflies, Chaffinch, 
Fieldfare, Mistle thrush, Redwing, Robin, 
Wood mouse, Woodpigeon. 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Malus sylvestris Crab Apple 

Value to wildlife including Badger, Bank 
vole, Bees and wasps, Blackbird, Bullfinch, 
Carrion crow, Crevice spider, Eyed hawk-
moth, Fieldfare, Fox, Grey squirrel, Mistle 
thrush, Redwing, Song thrush, Wood 
mouse, Yellow-necked mouse 

Prunus avium Cherry 

Value to wildlife including badger, blackbird, 
blackcap, eyed hawk-moth, mistle thrush, 
song thrush, wood mouse and yellow-
necked mouse. 

Prunus spinosa Blackthorn 

Value to wildlife including blackbird, 
Blackcap, Brimstone moth, Bullfinch, 
Chaffinch, Chinese character moth, 
Greenfinch, Lackey moth, Lesser yellow 
underwing moth, Long-tailed tit, Magpie 
moth, Song thrush, Swallowtailed moth, 
Whitethroat, Woodpigeon, Yellow-tail moth, 
Yellowhammer 

Quercus robur English Oak 

Value to wildlife including angle shades 
moth, blue tit, buff-tip moth, Daubenton's 
bat, dormouse, great spotted woodpecker, 
great tit, green woodpecker, grey squirrel, 
hawthorn shieldbug, hedgehog, jackdaw, 
jay, lackey moth, light emerald moth, mistle 
thrush, Natterer's bat, noctule bat, nuthatch, 
oak bush-cricket, peppered moth, pied 
flycatcher, redstart, ring-necked parakeet, 
robin, rook, stag beetle, starling, tawny owl, 
tree sparrow, treecreeper, vapourer moth, 
whiskered bat, wood mouse, woodpigeon, 
yellow-necked mouse and yellow-tail moth. 

Viburnum opulus Guelder Rose 

Value to wildlife including Blackbird, 
fieldfare, helophilus pendulus, marmalade 
hoverfly, mistle thrush, myathropa florae, 
redwing, syrphys ribesii, volucella 
bombylans 

MARGINAL AQUATIC PLANTING 

Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet Temporal structure. 

Filipendula ulmaria ‘Aurea’ ‘Aurea’ Meadowsweet Temporal structure. 

Iris pseudacorus Yellow flag 

Food resource for adult moths, bee and 
dragonfly larvae. Birds will shelter and build 
nests among the leaves. Insects will leave 
among the leaves. 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Iris pseudacorus ‘Variegata’ Variegated yellow flag 

Food resource for adult moths, bee and 
dragonfly larvae. Birds will shelter and build 
nests among the leaves. Insects will leave 
among the leaves. 

Lythrum salicaria Purple loosestrife 

Flowers pollinated by bees and butterflies. 
Food resource for black-margined 
loosestrife beetle, golden loosestrife 
beetle, loosestrife root weevil, 
loosestrife flower weevil and 
caterpillars of engrailed moth and 
geometer moth. 

MEADOW MIXURE FOR WET GRASSLAND AREA – Emorsgate mix EM8 comprising: 

Achillea millefolium Yarrow 
Several cavity-nesting birds, including the 
common starling, use yarrow to line their 
nests. 

Betonica officinalis - (Stachys 
officinalis) Betony The flowers are pollinated by Bees. It is 

noted for attracting wildlife.  

Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed Native. 

Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet 
The flowers are pollinated by Bees, flies, 
beetles, self. It is noted for attracting 
wildlife.  

Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw The flowers are pollinated by Flies, beetles, 
self. It is noted for attracting wildlife.  

Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy The flowers are pollinated by Bees, flies, 
beetles, lepidoptera, self. 

Lotus pedunculatus Greater Birdsfoot Trefoil  

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain The flowers are pollinated by wind, flies, 
beetles. It is noted for attracting wildlife. 

Primula veris Cowslip The flowers are pollinated by wind, flies, 
beetles. It is noted for attracting wildlife. 

Prunella vulgaris Selfheal The flowers are pollinated by bees. 

Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup The flowers are pollinated by Bees, flies, 
beetles, Lepidoptera. 

Rhinanthus minor Yellow Rattle The flowers are pollinated by bees. 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel The flowers are pollinated by bees. 

Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet The flowers are pollinated by bees, flies, 
lepidoptera, self. 

Silaum silaus Pepper Saxifrage The flowers are pollinated by bees, flies, 
lepidoptera, self. 

Silene flos-cuculi (Lychnis 
flos-cuculi) Ragged Robin The flowers are pollinated by bees, 

lepidoptera. 

Succisa pratensis Devil's-bit Scabious The flowers are pollinated by Bees, 
lepidoptera. It is noted for attracting wildlife. 

Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch The flowers are pollinated by Bees, flies.  
It can fix Nitrogen.  

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent 

Native grasses. 

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail (w) 

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass (w) 

Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dogstail 

Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass (w) 

Festuca rubra Red Fescue (w) 

 

6.2 124.2 The Terrace Planting Proposals 

The planting design was based on the following principles: 

• To introduce plants based on our understanding of the planting palette of the Terrace 
in the 1890s, garnered through historical research; 

• To specify planting with strong floral qualities, comprising evergreen structural shrubs, 
evergreen and non-evergreen herbaceous perennials and bulb planting; 

• To encourage year round interest through the selection of planting with long flowering 
qualities and attractive winter foliage; and 

• Where feasible, to introduce plants with value to wildlife. 

The species used within the planting design are indicated below with reference to their reason 
for inclusion in the scheme. 
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Table 10 124.2 Species List 

Latin name Common name Reason for use 

SHRUB PLANTING 

Amelanchier lamarckii Snowy mespilus RHS Award of Garden Merit (AGM) 

Azalea ‘Amoena’ Azalea ‘Amoena’ Attractive foliage 

Caryopteris x clandonensis 
‘Heavenly Blue’ Caryopteris 

Value to wildlife including bees and wasps, 
Flies, Silvery moth. 

RHS AGM 

Daphne Odora Daphne Winter flowering, attractive foliage 

Hydrangea involucrata 
‘Hortensis’ Hydrangea ‘Hortensis’ RHS AGM 

Hyssopus officinalis  Hyssop Value to wildlife including honey bees. 

Lavandula angustifolia 
‘Hidcote’ Lavender Value to wildlife including goldfinch, honey 

bee, red mason bee, and small white. 

Rhododendron 
‘Cunningham’s White’ 

Cunningham’s White 
Rhododendron 

Research highlights historical use of plant at 
Alexandra Park. 

RHS AGM 

Rosa ‘Bonica’ Standard rose Bonica Research highlights historical use of plant at 
Alexandra Park. 

Rosa ‘Scarlet’ Standard rose Scarlet Research highlights historical use of plant at 
Alexandra Park. 

Rosa ‘Suffolk’ Standard rose Suffolk’ Research highlights historical use of plant at 
Alexandra Park. 

Viburnum opulus 
‘Compactum’ Compact Guelder Rose 

Value to wildlife including Blackbird, fieldfare, 
helophilus pendulus, marmalade hoverfly, 
mistle thrush, myathropa florae, redwing, 
syrphys ribesii, volucella bombylans. 

RHS AGM 

HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS 

Aconitum napellus Monk's-hood 
Value to wildlife including Buff-tailed bumble 
bee, Golden plusia moth, Red-tailed bumble 
bee, White-tailed bumble bee. 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Bergenia crassifolia Elephant’s Ears Low maintenance. Winter flowering. Attractive 
foliage. Evergreen. 

Crocosmia Lucifer Montbretia 'Lucifer' RHS AGM 

Geranium ‘Ann Folkard’ Geranium ‘Ann Folkard’ RHS AGM. Autumn flowering. 

Helenium ‘Moerheim Beauty’ Sneezeweed 
‘Moerheim Beauty’ Attractive to bees. 

Hemerocallis ‘Pink Damask’ Daylily ‘Pink Damask’ RHS AGM 

Hemerocallis ‘Stella d’Oro’ Daylily ‘Stella d’Oro’ Scent. 

Kniphofia cautescens Caulescent red-hot 
poker RHS AGM 

Persicaria affinis ‘Donald 
Lowndes’  

Knotweed 'Donald 
Lowndes' RHS AGM 

Sedum ‘Herbstfreude’  Stonecrop 
'Herbstfreude' RHS AGM 

Verbascum nigrum Dark mullein 
Value to wildlife including bees and wasps, 
Figwort weevil, Goldfinch, Linnet, The mullein 
moth. 

Veronicastrum virginicum 
‘Fascination’ 

Culver's root 
'Fascination' 

 

RHS AGM 

GRASSES 

Carex flagellifera Glen Murray tussock 
sedge Groundcover 

Eragrostis curvula African love grass Groundcover 

Pennisetum alopecuroides Dwarf fountain grass RHS AGM 

BULBS 

Echinacea pallida Coneflower Value to wildlife including bees and butterflies. 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Echinacea purpurea 
‘Magnus’ 

Coneflower 'Magnus' 

 

Value to wildlife including bees and wasps, 
butterflies and flies. 

RHS AGM 

Hippeastrum amaryllis ‘Red 
Lion’ Hippeastrum Winter flowering, attractive to bees and 

butterflies. 

Hippeastrum ‘Belinda’ Hippeastrum Winter flowering. RHS AGM 

Iris sibirica ‘Perry’s Blue’ Siberian iris ‘Perry’s 
Blue’ Value to wildlife including butterflies. 

Narcissus ‘Paper White’ Daffodil  Winter flowering. Attractive to butterflies. 

Puschkinia scilloides 
‘Libanotica’  Striped Squill Attractive flower. 

Tulipa ‘Blue Diamond’ Tulip Blue Diamond 

Research highlights historical use of plant at 
Alexandra Park. 

RHS AGM 

Tulipa ‘Blue Heron’ Tulip Blue Heron 

Research highlights historical use of plant at 
Alexandra Park. 

RHS AGM 

Tulipa ‘Blue Parrot’ Tulip Blue Parrot Research highlights historical use of plant at 
Alexandra Park. 

Tulipa ‘Spring Green’ Tulip Spring Green 

Research highlights historical use of plant at 
Alexandra Park. 

RHS AGM 

Tulipa ‘Queen of the Night’ Tulip Queen of the 
Night 

Research highlights historical use of plant at 
Alexandra Park. 

RHS AGM 

Tulipa ‘White Triumphator’ Tulip White 
Triumphator 

Research highlights historical use of plant at 
Alexandra Park. 

RHS AGM 

 

6.3 124.3 Favourite Walk Planting Proposals 

The planting design was based on the following principles: 
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• To re-introduce a formal clipped hedge backdrop with shrubs, herbaceous perennials 
and bulbs adjacent to the path edge, to evoke comparisons with the original design 
along the Favourite Walk; 

• To use a colour scheme of blues, yellows, oranges and pale pinks against a deep, 
dark green backdrop relating to archive photography; 

• To specify planting with strong floral qualities, comprising evergreen structural shrubs, 
evergreen and non-evergreen herbaceous perennials and bulb planting;  

• To introduce linear planting features (native hedgerows) to provide good habitat for 
feeding bats and nesting birds and provide movement corridors for wildlife through 
green spaces and 

• Where feasible, to introduce plants with value to wildlife as a shelter and food 
resource. 

The species used within the planting design are indicated below with reference to their reason 
for inclusion in the scheme. 

Table 11 124.3 Species List 

Latin name Common name Reason for use 

HEDGE PLANTING 

Carpinus betulus Hornbeam 
Supports 28 numbers of insect, according to 
Planting Native Trees and Shrubs, Kenneth 
and Gillian Beckett 

SHRUBS 

Artemisia ‘Boughton Silver’ Beach wormwood Attractive foliage 

Caryopteris x clandonensis 
‘HB’ Caryopteris Value to wildlife including bees and wasps, 

Flies, Silvery moth. 

Cistus ‘Silver Pink’ Rock rose ‘Silver Pink’ Attractive foliage 

Hyssopus officinalis Hyssop Value to wildlife including Honey bee 

Lavandula angustifolia 
‘Hidcote’ Lavender 

Value to wildlife including Goldfinch, Honey 
bee, Red mason bee, Small white 

RHS AGM 

Perovskia atriplicifolia ‘Blue 
Spire’ Perovskia 'Blue Spire' RHS AGM 

Philadelphus ‘Manteau 
d’Hermine’ 

Mock orange 'Manteau 
d'Hermine' RHS AGM 



   –   –  

 

  
 ,   
  
 

28 
 

Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Sarcococca confusa Sweet box RHS AGM 

HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS 

Alchemilla mollis Lady's mantle RHS AGM 

Brunnera macrophylla 
Siberian bugloss 

 
RHS AGM 

Geranium ‘Johnson’s Blue’ Geranium ‘Johnson’s 
Blue’ RHS AGM 

Geranium ‘Wargrave Pink’ Geranium 'Wargrave 
Pink' RHS AGM 

Geum x borisii Avens 'Borisii' - 

Helleborus argutifolius Holly-leaved hellebore RHS AGM 

Hemerocallis ‘Golden 
Chimes’ 

Daylily ‘Golden 
Chimes’ RHS AGM 

Liriope muscari Big blue lilyturf RHS AGM 

Lysimachia clethroides Gooseneck loosestrife RHS AGM 

Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant’ Catmint Value to wildlife including bees and wasps. 

Persicaria bistorta ‘Superba’ Knotweed ‘Superba’ 
Value to wildlife including small copper . 

RHS AGM 

Persicaria ‘Donald Lowndes’ Knotweed 'Donald 
Lowndes' RHS AGM 

BULBOUS HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS  

Allium christophii Onion 
Value to wildlife including  Buff-tailed 
bumble bee, Honey bee, Red-tailed bumble 
bee, White-tailed bumble bee 

Eranthis hyemalis Winter aconite RHS AGM 

Hyacinthus orientalis ‘Anna 
Marie’ Hyacinth 'Anna Marie' RHS AGM 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Iris lazica Lazistan iris RHS AGM 

Iris sibirica ‘Perry’s Blue’ Siberian iris ‘Perry’s 
Blue’ Value to wildlife including butterflies . 

Iris unguicularis Algerian iris RHS AGM 

Nerine bowdenii Bowden Cornish lily 
RHS AGM 

Puschkinia scilloides 
‘Libanotica’ Striped Squill Attractive flower. 

 

6.4 124.4 Claremont Road Boundary Planting Proposals 

The planting design was based on the following principles: 

• To introduce planting with biodiversity value to encourage butterflies, bees and insects 
into the park and mitigate the loss of vegetation in other areas; 

• To not exceed a general planting height of 1-1.2m height in line with guidance 
received from Greater Manchester Police Design for Security;  

• To introduce plants suited to a shaded environment. 

The species used within the planting design are indicated below with reference to their reason 
for inclusion in the scheme. 

Table 12 124.4 Species List 

Latin name Common name Reason for use 

SHRUBS 

Astilbe ‘Federsee’ Astilbe ‘Federsee’ Suitable for shade, attractive foliage 

Berberis candidula Paleleaf barberry 
Value to wildlife including bees and wasps, 
blackbird, dunnock, greenfinch and song 
thrush. 

Daphne laureola Spurge-laurel 

Value to wildlife including buff-tailed bumble 
bee, Common carder bumble bee, 
Greenfinch, Honey bee, Red mason bee, 
Red-tailed bumble bee, White-tailed bumble 
bee. 

Euonymus alatus Winged spindle tree 
RHS AGM 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Escallonia rubra ‘Woodside’ Escallonia ‘Woodside’ 
Value to wildlife including buff-tailed bumble 
bee, Honey bee, Red-tailed bumble bee, 
Silver y moth, White-tailed bumble bee 

Gaultheria procumbens Winterberry 
RHS AGM 

Hypericum mosarianium Gold flower RHS AGM 

Hydrangea quercifolia 
Oak-leaved hydrangea RHS AGM 

Salix repens 
Creeping willow Native 

Viburnum opulus 
‘Compactum’ Compact guelder rose 

Value to wildlife including Blackbird, fieldfare, 
helophilus pendulus, marmalade hoverfly, 
mistle thrush, myathropa florae, redwing, 
syrphys ribesii, volucella bombylans. 

RHS AGM 

Vinca minor  Lesser periwinkle Semi-native 

HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS  

Alchemilla mollis Lady's mantle RHS AGM 

Ajuga reptans Bugle 

Value to wildlife including bee fly, Buff-tailed 
bumble bee, Common carder bumble bee, 
Green-veined white, Silver y moth, White-
tailed bumble bee, Wool-carder bee 

Epimedium rubrum Red barrenwort RHS AGM 

Euphorbia choracias 
‘Wulfenii’ Mediterranean spurge RHS AGM 

Euphorbia amygdaloides 
‘Robbiae’ Mrs Robb's bonnet RHS AGM 

Geranium ‘Johnson’s Blue’ Geranium ‘Johnson’s 
Blue’ RHS AGM 

Geranium macrorrhizum Rock crane's-bill 
Value to wildlife including buff-tailed bumble 
bee, Common carder bumble bee, Red 
mason bee, White-tailed bumble bee 

Helleborus orientalis Lenten rose RHS AGM 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Iris foetidissima Stinking iris 
Value to wildlife including weevils. 

RHS AGM 

Luzula sylvatica Woodrush RHS AGM 

Tiarella cordifolia Foam Flower RHS AGM 

Primula polyneura Primrose Value to wildlife including bees. 

Primula pulverulenta Mealy primrose 
Value to wildlife including bees. 

RHS AGM 

FERNS 

Dryopteris filix-mas Male fern 
Shade tolerant. RHS AGM. Value to wildlife 
including angle shades moth, Beetles, 
Ladybirds. 

Polypodium vulgare Polypody Shade tolerant. Value to wildlife including 
ladybirds. 

Polystichum setiferum Soft shield fern Shade tolerant. RHS AGM 

BULBOUS HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell 

Value to wildlife including bees and wasps, 
Greater bulb fly. 

RHS AGM 

 

6.5 124.5 Lake Edge Planting Proposals 

The planting design was based on the following principles: 

• To plant coppiced shrubs adjacent to the lake edge in proximity to the play area and 
educational zone to prevent bird damage and erosion of the lake edge; 

• To introduce planting with biodiversity value to encourage butterflies, bees and insects 
into the park and mitigate the loss of vegetation in other areas; 

• To introduce linear planting features (native hedgerows) to provide good habitat for 
feeding bats and nesting birds and provide movement corridors for wildlife through 
green spaces; 

• To introduce groundcover planting with seasonal bulbs to create floral interest whilst 
minimising the potential for losses due to wildfowl habits; and 
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• To highlight entrances points with semi-ornamental native shrubs. 

The species used within the planting design are indicated below with reference to their reason 
for inclusion in the scheme. 

Table 13 124.5 Species List 

Latin name Common name Reason for use 

HEDGE PLANTING 

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 
Supports 149 numbers of insect, according to 
Planting Native Trees and Shrubs, Kenneth 
and Gillian Beckett 

COPPICED HEDGE MIX 

Cornus sanguinea ‘Midwinter 
Fire’ 

Dogwood ‘Midwinter 
Fire’ 

Value to wildlife including  Blackbird, Carrion 
crow, Chaffinch, Fieldfare, Holly blue, Mistle 
thrush, Redwing, Robin, Waxwing, 
Yellowhammer 

Cornus alba ‘Elegantissima’ Red barked Dogwood 
‘Elegantissima’ RHS AGM 

Salix viminalis Osier Value to wildlife including  Herald moth, 
Lackey moth 

Salix daphnoides Violet willow Value to wildlife including  Bees, insects, 
Butterfly caterpilars, Moth caterpilars  

SHRUBS AND HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS  

Myrica gale Sweet gale Native, suitable for wet environment. 

Salix humilis Prairie willow Value to wildlife including butterflies, bees, 
moths. 

Viburnum opulus 
‘Compactum’ Compact guelder rose 

Value to wildlife including Blackbird, fieldfare, 
helophilus pendulus, marmalade hoverfly, 
mistle thrush, myathropa florae, redwing, 
syrphys ribesii, volucella bombylans. 

RHS AGM 

GROUNDCOVER PLANTING MIX 

Epimedium x rubrum Red barrenwort Semi-native. RHS AGM 

Hedera helix ‘Hibernica’  Irish ivy Semi-native. RHS AGM 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Pachysandra terminalis Japanese spurge RHS AGM 

Tiarella cordifolia Foam Flower Native. RHS AGM 

Vinca minor  Lesser periwinkle Semi-native. RHS AGM 

FERNS 

Adiantum pedatum Five-fingered 
maidenhair fern Shade and water tolerant. RHS AGM 

Asplenium scolopendrium Hart's-tongue Value to wildlife including Beetles and 
Ladybirds 

Dryopteris cycadina Shaggy shield fern Shade and water tolerant. RHS AGM 

Polystichum setiferum Soft shield fern Shade and water tolerant. RHS AGM 

BULBOUS HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS  

Eranthis hyemalis Winter aconite 

A valuable source of early nectar for insects 
and winter foraging bees, with its golden 
nectar-dusted anthers open and easily 
accessible. RHS AGM 

Hyacinthus orientalis ‘Anna 
Marie’ Hyacinth 'Anna Marie' Scent. RHS AGM 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell 

Value to wildlife including bees and wasps, 
Greater bulb fly. 

RHS AGM 

Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris Value to wildlife including bees and wasps, 
Beetles, Dragonflies and damselflies, Moths. 

Iris sibirica ‘Perry’s Blue’ Siberian iris ‘Perry’s 
Blue’ Value to wildlife including butterflies. 

Galanthus nivalis Snowdrop Value to wildlife including Honey bee. 

Narcissus pseudonarcissus Wild daffodil Value to wildlife including greater bulb fly 

Nerine bowdenii Bowden Cornish lily RHS AGM 

Puschkinia scilloides 
‘Libanotica’  Striped Squill Attractive flowers. 
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6.6 124.6 Flower Garden and Planters Planting Proposals 

The planting design was based on the following principles: 

• To introduce planting with a strong floral quality to visually uplift areas of the park and 
improve the perception of the park from outside the boundary; 

• To introduce planting with biodiversity value to encourage butterflies, bees and insects 
into the park and mitigate the loss of vegetation in other areas; 

• To specify planting with sensorial qualities which promotes interaction with visitors and 
volunteers; 

• To not exceed a general planting height of 1m in line with guidance from Greater 
Manchester Police Design for Security.  

The species used within the planting design are indicated below with reference to their reason 
for inclusion in the scheme. 

Table 14 124.6 Species List 

Latin name Common name Reason for use 

SHRUBS 

Caryopteris x clandonensis 
‘HB’ Caryopteris Value to wildlife including Bees and wasps, 

Flies, Silvery moth 

Hebe albicans White hebe 

Value to wildlife including Bees, Butterflies. 
Sensory qualities. 

RHS AGM 

Hebe pinguifolia ‘Pagei’ Hebe 'Pagei' Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

Hyssopus officinalis Hyssop Value to wildlife including Honey bee 

Lavandula angustifolia 
‘Munstead’ Lavender 

Value to wildlife including Goldfinch, Honey 
bee, Red mason bee, Small white. Sensory 
qualities. 

Lavandula stoechas 
French lavender 

 

Value to wildlife including Bees, Butterflies. 
Sensory qualities. 

RHS AGM 

Perovskia atriplicifolia ‘Blue 
Spire’ Perovskia 'Blue Spire' Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Perovskia atriplicifolia ‘Little 
Spire’ Perovskia 'Little Spire' Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

Spiraea japonica ‘Nana’ Dwarf Japanese spirea Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

FERNS 

Adiantum pedatum Five-fingered 
maidenhair fern Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

Polystichum setiferum Soft shield fern Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

GRASSES 

Carex flagellifera Glen Murray tussock 
sedge Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

Helictotrichon semperivens 
blue oat grass 

 
Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

Miscanthus sinensis 
‘Sarabande’ Japanese Silver Grass Sensory qualities. 

Ophiopogon planiscapus 
‘Nigrescens’ Lilyturf Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

Stipa tenuissima  Mexican feather grass Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

Uncinia rubra Red hook sedge Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

SEMI EVERGREEN HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS 

Ajuga reptans ‘Burgandy 
Glow’ Bugle 

Value to wildlife including Bee fly, Buff-tailed 
bumble bee, Common carder bumble bee, 
Green-veined white, Silver y moth, White-
tailed bumble bee, Wool-carder bee. 

RHS AGM 

Artemisia ‘Boughton Silver’ Beach wormwood Sensory qualities. 

Bergenia purpurascens Purple bergenia Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

Euphorbia amygdaloides 
‘Robbiae’ Mrs Robb's bonnet Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Helleborus foetidus Stinking hellebore Value to wildlife including Bees and wasps. 

Heuchera ‘Chocolate 
Ruffles’  

Heuchera 'Chocolate 
Ruffles' RHS AGM 

Persicaria bistorta Common bistort Value to wildlife including small copper. 

Sedum spectabile Ice plant 
Value to wildlife including Buff-tailed bumble 
bee, Comma, Orange-tip, Painted lady, 
Peacock, Red admiral, Small tortoiseshell. 

Stachys byzantine ‘Silver 
Carpet’ Lambs ears Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

Thymus vulgaris Common thyme 
Value to wildlife including Butterflies, 
Common carder bumble bee, Honey bee, 
Red mason bee, White-tailed bumble bee. 

HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS 

Astrantia major rosea Masterwort RHS AGM 

Astrantia major ‘Sunningdale 
Variegated’ 

Masterwort 
‘Sunningdale 
Variegated’ 

RHS AGM 

Centhrathus ruber Red valerian Sensory qualities. Value to wildlife including 
Bees, butterflies. 

Echinops ritro ‘Veitch’s Blue’ Globe thistle 

Value to wildlife including Buff-tailed bumble 
bee, Calocoris norvegicus, Cixius nervosus, 
Common carder bumble bee, Goldfinch, 
Honey bee, House sparrow, Mother of pearl 
moth, Painted lady, Red-tailed bumble bee, 
White-tailed bumble bee. 

Eryngium x oliverianum Sea holly Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

Myrrhis odorata Sweet cicely Value to wildlife including Nectar loving 
insects. 

Phlomis russeliana  Turkish sage Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 

BULBOUS HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS 

Allium ‘Globemaster’ Allium 'Globemaster' Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 
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Latin name Common name Reason for use 

Allium karataviense ‘Ivory 
Queen’ 

Allium karataviense 
‘Ivory Queen’ 

Value to wildlife including pollinating 
insects. 

Crocosmia ‘Jackanapes’ Crocosmia 
‘Jackanapes’ Sensory qualities. 

Echinacea purpurea Coneflower Value to wildlife including Bees and wasps, 
Butterflies, Flies 

Iris sibirica ‘Perry’s Blue’ Siberian iris ‘Perry’s 
Blue’ Value to wildlife including Butterflies  

Narcissus ‘Paper White’ Daffodil  Value to wildlife including Butterflies, 
Greater bulb fly 

Narcissus ‘Unique’ Narcissus ‘Unique’ RHS AGM 

Nectaroscordum siculum Sicilian honey garlic Sensory qualities. RHS AGM 
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7. LONG TERM MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

7.1 Maintenance and Management Plan 

The project has a 10 year Maintenance and Management Plan and a dedicated and funded 
Head Gardener post. It is envisaged that the person in-post would manage two horticultural 
apprentices.  

The team will also supervise and work alongside a volunteer resource that will be developed 
to support the delivery of the maintenance of the park. A model of Community Governance will 
be developed for the park, giving local people more of a say than ever before in how the park 
is run. This will be connected to a consulting structure based on the People’s Panel, an email 
group of upwards of 300 Alexandra Park supporters, allowing residents to feed into the 
process. 

The objectives for the Management and Maintenance Plan are as follows: 

• To provide a park that fulfils the needs of all eight criteria of the Green Flag principles, 
for the benefit of all sectors of the local community, the City’s heritage and wildlife and 
conservation; 

• To deliver Green Flag status for the restored Park in the first year after the completion 
of the capital works programme, and to retain this award in future years; 

• To manage and maintain to a high standard the restored landscape and all new 
elements of planting; 

• To provide a flexible and responsive grounds maintenance service which can respond 
to the needs of the restored Park, managers and users of the park; and 

• To deliver high quality accredited training to grounds maintenance apprentices in 
partnership with the Higher and Further Education sectors 

7.2 Landscape Specification 

Q35 of the landscape specification forms Appendix B to this document and outlines the 
management regime to be undertaken within a period of up to 3 years following practical 
completion of the scheme. 
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APPENDIX A  DETAILED PLANTING DRAWINGS 
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APPENDIX B  LANDSCAPE SPECIFICATION 
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Q35   LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 

 

To be read with Preliminaries/General conditions. 

 

GENERALLY 

 

100 NOTICE TO CA:  

• Provide 7 days notice of the following operations, to give the CA the opportunity of being 
present: 

− Application of herbicide 

− Application of fertilizer 

− Watering 

− Each site maintenance visit. 

 

130 REINSTATEMENT:  

• Reinstate to original condition and within a reasonable period of time (according to 
season), any damage or disturbance occurring during the work, to soil structure, planting, 
grass, fencing, hard landscaping, structures or buildings. 

 

140 CONTROL OF MAMMALIAN PESTS:  

• Employ only approved firms and methods. 

 

150 WATERING GENERALLY: 

• Obtain CA's approval before using a supply other than potable mains water. 

• Ensure the full depth of topsoil is thoroughly wetted. 

• Use a fine rose or low pressure hose where appropriate to avoid damaging or loosening 
plants. 

• Where necessary, loosen soil or form depressions around the stem base of plants to 
ensure that water reaches the root zone instead of dispersing on the surface. 

 

155 WATERING:  
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• Water as necessary to ensure the continued thriving of all planting.  

 

DISPOSAL OF ARISINGS GENERALLY:  

• Unless specified otherwise, dispose of arisings from all specified operations by removing 
from site.  

 

180A CHIPPING OR SHREDDING ON SITE 

• Of materials arising from the work will not be permitted unless specified otherwise. 

 

210 LITTER COLLECTION:  

• Collect and remove all extraneous rubbish not arising from the contract work and 
detrimental to the appearance of the site, including paper, packaging materials, bottles, 
cans, and similar debris. 

 

195A PROTECT EXISTING GRASS:  

• Where necessary during maintenance operations by laying boards or tarpaulins. Do not 
place excavated material directly on to grass. 

 

211 CLEANLINESS:  

• Remove soil and arisings from hard surfaces and leave the works in a clean, tidy condition 
after maintenance operations. 

 

 GRASSED AREAS 

 

212 MAINTENANCE OF GRASSED AREAS 

• Carry out operations in the following clauses as necessary in order to: 

− Maintain grass at a height between 25 and 50mm. 

− Maintain ornamental turf and lawns reasonably free from moss, thatch, weeds, frost 
heave, worm and mole casts, and with neat well defined edges. 

− Ensure that soil and grass does not become compacted or waterlogged. 

− Maintain grass in a healthy vigorous condition, free from disease, fungal growth, 
discoloration, scorch or wilt. 
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• Repair grassed areas damaged by trampling, abrasion or scalping during mowing. Apply 
liquid feed if grassed areas show signs of nutrient deficiency. 

• Remove litter and fallen leaves regularly to maintain a neat appearance. 

• Maintain turf in a manner appropriate to the intended use. 

 

212A MAINTENANCE OF GRASSED AREA – SOUTH OVAL 

• Cricket square maintenance regime:  

− Grass maintained to a height of 12mm throughout season. This requires cutting at 
least once a week throughout season and potentially two during growing seasons. 

− Ensure that blades are kept sharp and set correctly to ensure a good clean cut with no 
‘ribbing’ or tearing’. 

− Ensure that soil and grass does not become compacted or waterlogged. 

− Maintain grass in a healthy vigorous condition, free from disease, fungal growth, 
discoloration, scorch or wilt. 

• Repair grassed areas damaged by trampling, abrasion or scalping during mowing. Apply 
liquid feed if grassed areas show signs of nutrient deficiency. 

• Remove litter and fallen leaves regularly to maintain a neat appearance. 

• Maintain turf in a manner appropriate to the intended use. 

• Compliance with ECB guidance document ‘Recommended Guidelines for the 
construction, preparation and maintenance of cricket pitches and outfields at all levels of 
the game’. 

 

215 ESTABLISHMENT OF GRASSED AREAS - WATERING:  

• Water in accordance with clause 150.  

 

220 GRASS CUTTING GENERALLY: 

• Remove litter, rubbish and debris from grassed areas before mowing. 

• Cut to a neat even finish, without rutting or compaction of the surface, especially when 
ground conditions are soft. 

• Leave edges neat and well defined. 

• Neatly trim all grass edges round the base of lighting columns, manholes, and the like. 

• Sweep adjoining hard areas clear of arisings and remove. 
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• Do not cut during periods of drought, or when ground conditions or grass are wet, without 
the prior agreement of the CA. 

• Do not mow beneath newly planted trees to enable invertebrates to progress life cycle. 

 

225 TREE STEMS:  

• Do not allow mowing machinery closer than 100 mm to any tree stem. Avoid damage to 
tree stems by nylon filament rotary cutters or other mechanical tools. 

 

230 GRASS CUTTING MACHINES: 

• Must be appropriate to the grass cutting operation required, taking due regard to grass 
type, mowing specification, ground contour and condition. Machinery is to be well 
maintained and correctly adjusted to give a clean even cut without damaging the grass. 

 

240 MOWING STRIPS:  

• Where specified, maintain a mowing strip approximately 150 mm wide along the base of 
walls, fences and hedges by applying a suitable herbicide twice during the growing 
season. 

 

250 LEAF REMOVAL:  

• Remove fallen leaves from Grass Area G1 by sweeping with a motorized vacuum 
sweeper or rotary brush sweeper. 

 

265A MOWING GENERAL AREAS 

• Maintain height of grass between 25mm and 50 mm. Cut when necessary and spread 
arisings. 

 

285A TOP DRESSING 

• Apply top dressing in accordance with BS 7370 Part 3. 

 

305 HARROWING 

• Harrow with chain harrow or drag mat to promote aeration and remove worm casts. 
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310 RE-FORMING GRASS EDGES 

• Re-form edges abutting paths, borders, manhole covers and the like with a suitable 
edging tool, to clean straight lines or smooth flowing curves. Form a clean edge, sloping 
slightly back from vertical. Draw back soil from edges to permit the use of edging shears 
and remove arisings. 

 

340 SPOT WEEDKILLING 

• Walk through rough grass areas with a suitable portable applicator and spot treat weeds 
with a suitable herbicide. Take particular care to treat weed species as listed in the Weeds 
Act 1959.  

 

350A FERTILIZER - SPRING APPLICATION 

• See clause 680, clause Q30.  

 

360A FERTILIZER - AUTUMN APPLICATION 

• See clause 680, section Q30. 

 

381A REINSTATEMENT OF DAMAGED AREAS: 

• Make good worn or damaged areas by re-seeding to BS 7370: Part 3, Clause 12.6, using 
seed to match the existing in appearance and quality.  

• Provide protection and watering to promote successful germination and/or establishment.  

 

 SHRUBS/TREES 

 

500 ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW PLANTING  

• During the initial establishment of newly planted trees and shrubs, carry out maintenance 
of the planted areas as follows: 

− Maintain a weed free area around each tree and shrub, minimum diameter the larger 
of 1 m or the surface of the original planting pit.  

− Keep planting beds clear of weeds, by mechanical means.  

− Fork over beds as necessary to keep soil loose, with gentle cambers and no hollows, 
taking care not to reduce depth or effect of mulch. 

− Spray crown of trees when in leaf during warm weather. Carry out in the evening. 
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TREE STAKES AND TIES 

•  

• Inspect once every two months, and carry out the following: 

− Check stakes for looseness, breaks and decay and replace as necessary to original 
specification.  

− If a tree with a defective stake has grown sufficiently to become self supporting, inform 
the CA and, if instructed, remove stake(s) and fill the hole(s) with lightly compacted 
soil. 

− Adjust, refix or replace loose or defective ties as necessary, allowing for growth since 
planting and to prevent chafing. Where chafing has occurred, reposition or replace 
ties to prevent further chafing. 

− Where stakes are longer than half the height of the clear stem of the tree, cut the 
stake to this height in spring and retie to tree firmly but not tightly with a single tie. 

− Remove redundant tapes, tags, ties, labels and other encumbrances. 

− Remove stakes and ties when instructed by the CA.  

 

520 REFIRMING:  

• Ensure that trees and shrubs remain firmly bedded after strong winds, frost heave and 
other disturbances. Reaffirm by treading around the base. 'Collars' at the base of tree 
stems created by tree movement to be broken up by fork, avoiding damage to roots, 
 backfilled with topsoil as necessary, and refirmed. 

 

525 TREE GUARDS:  

• Inspect and adjust, refix or replace loose or defective guards to original specification and 
to prevent chafing. 

 

PRUNING GENERALLY 

 

• Prune in accordance with good horticultural practice. Prune larger branches and woody 
stems in accordance with good arboricultural practice. Thin, trim and shape appropriately 
to each species, location, season, and stage of growth, leaving a well balanced natural 
appearance. 

• Use clean sharp secateurs, hand saws or other tools approved by the CA. Trim off ragged 
edges of bark or wood with a sharp knife. Remove branches without damaging or tearing 
the stem. Keep wounds as small as possible and cut cleanly back to sound wood. Make 
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cuts above and sloping away from an outward facing healthy bud, angled so that water will 
not collect on cut area. Prune larger branches neither flush nor leaving a stub, but using 
the branch bark ridge or branch collar as a pruning guide. Notify the CA of any disease or 
fungus. Do not apply growth retardants, fungicide or sealant unless instructed by the CA. 

•  

545 PRUNING OF EXCESSIVE OVERHANG:  

• Remove as instructed by the CA any growth encroaching onto grassed areas, paths, 
roads, signs, sightlines and light fittings. 

 

570 FORMATIVE PRUNING OF YOUNG TREES 

• Do not prune whips or feathered trees. 

• Do not prune during the late winter/early spring sap flow period, unless specified 
otherwise. 

• Crown prune young trees up to 4 m high by removing dead branches and reducing 
selected side branches by one third to preserve a well balanced head, ensuring the 
development of a single strong leader and the removal of duplicated branches and 
potentially weak or tight forks. In each case cut back to live wood. 

• Extensive pruning of young trees and any surgery to larger trees must be carried out by a 
member of the Arboricultural Association or a specialist approved by the ca. 

 

575 PRUNING ORNAMENTAL SHRUBS: 

• Prune to encourage healthy and bushy growth and desirable ornamental features, e.g. 
flowers, fruit, autumn colour, stem colour. 

• Remove all suckers by cutting back level with the source stem or root. 

 

580 PRUNING FLOWERING SPECIES: 

• Winter flowering shrubs in spring. 

• Shrubs flowering between March and July immediately after the flowering period. 

• Shrubs flowering between July and October back to old wood in winter. 

• Rose bushes in early spring to encourage basal growths and a balanced, compact habit. 

 

600 TRIMMING RAPIDLY ESTABLISHING HEDGES:  

• Allow to reach planned height as rapidly as possible, trimming back lateral branches 
moderately to establish the required shape. 



   –   –  

 

47061260-URS-LD-200    Page 10                                                                           November 2012 

 

620 REMOVAL OF DEAD PLANT MATERIAL:  

• At the end of the growing season, check all shrubs and remove all dead foliage, dead 
wood, and broken or damaged branches and stems. 

 

632 REMOVE DEAD PLANTS:  

• As soon as possible, and replace in the next scheduled round of replacement planting. 

 

635 REINSTATEMENT OF SHRUB/HERBACEOUS AREAS: 

• Remove dead and damaged plants.  

• Carefully move any mulch/matting materials to one side and dig over the soil, leaving it fit 
for replanting. Take care not to disturb roots of adjacent plants. 

• Replace plants, using pits and plants to the original specification or to match the size of 
adjacent or nearby plants of the same species, whichever is the greater. 

• Dress with 11:6:9 NPK slow release fertilizer at 70 g/sq m. 

• Agree details of replacement plants with CA before ordering. 

 

645 WEED CONTROL GENERALLY: 

• Remove and/or prevent plant growth that is not required in the landscape to achieve the 
following level(s) of weed control: monthly visits during the growing season.  

• Ensure that the methods used cause the minimum of damage to adjacent plants, trees or 
grass 

 

650 HAND WEEDING:  

• Remove all weeds, including roots, by hand using hoes, trowels or forks, taking care to 
remove not more than a minimum quantity of soil, causing minimum disturbance to trees, 
plants, mulched surfaces and bulbs and leaving the area in a neat, raked, clean condition. 

 

660 TREE AND PLANT STEMS:  

• Do not allow nylon filament rotary cutters or other mechanical tools closer than 100 mm to 
the stem of any tree or plant. Complete operations close to stems using hand tools. 

 

675 DIGGING OVER:  
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• Where specified, dig over beds to a minimum depth of 100 mm, taking care to minimize 
damage to existing plants, bulbs and roots. 

 

680A SOIL AERATION:  

• Prick up trodden or otherwise compacted soil surfaces to aerate the soil of root areas. Do 
not damage plants and their roots. 

 

690 MAINTENANCE OF MULCH: 

• Top up with same kind of mulch to thickness of 50 mm. 

• Sweep up and replace mulch spilling onto adjacent areas and, if not contaminated with 
weeds or rubbish, return to planted area. 

• Remove weeds growing on or in mulch by hand weeding or herbicide. 

 

705A WINTER LEAF REMOVAL: 

• Collect accumulations of drifted leaves from planting beds.  

• Arisings: To be removed from site.  

 

 HARD LANDSCAPE AREAS 

 

900 SNOW CLEARANCE: 

• Clear from specified areas on reaching a depth of 200mm.  

• Spread rock salt over footpaths and roads at a rate of 400 g/sq m. 

 

910A HARD SURFACES AND GRAVEL AREAS: 

• Apply Glysophate herbicide to remove weed growth. Allow recommended period before 
clearing arisings. 

• Sweep hard surfaces to keep free of litter, leaves and other debris. 

• Remove mud, silt and debris from surface gutters and channels in hard surfaces and 
empty drainage gullies. 

• Rake gravel areas to remove litter, leaves and other debris and to reduce potential for 
weed growth. Leave gravel level. Top up gravel where necessary to eliminate low spots/ 
depressions or where the surface is opening up. 
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APPENDIX C  VEGETATION REMOVAL DRAWINGS 

 


